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A giant oak has fallen.
How do you replace a tree so rare?
A tall tree that waves to heaven
Each sunrise, as it whispers a silent prayer.

A giant oak has fallen,
Thereby ending a growth of many years.
It started out as a seedling,
Then grew ‘til its branches were lost in the air.

A giant oak has fallen
And all the small creatures are in despair
It was so big, but oh so gentle
How can we replace its tender care?

Like that fallen giant oak
Rudy is now silent, but not for long
Only until the Lord reappears
To awaken His saints who are now sleeping.

But still, there’s a hole in the heart of his wife, Lauvenia
His children, Lloyda & Melissa, and loved ones dear,
But Jesus is ready to heal the hurt,
He’ll keep you safe ‘til you meet him up there.

By Stanley Baldwin
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Lloyd Rudy Broomes was born in the tropical island 
of Trinidad, West Indies in San Fernando on February 
2, 1936 to affectionate and supportive mother,  
Thelma Preddie. During his formative years he was also 
raised by his maternal grandmother, Edith “Grannie” 
Preddie, who adored him immensely. He grew up in  
La Brea, Trinidad where he learned to swim in the Pitch 
Lake. He treasured and looked up to his older sister,  
Cynthia. In subsequent years he had contact with his 
father, Earnest Broomes, and in recent years he met 
and developed a tender relationship with a younger 
sister, Paula Alcid, also in Trinidad. He and Paula com-
municated almost daily via email or Facebook.

Lloyd grew up in the Anglican Church but became 
acquainted with the Seventh-day Adventist (SDA) 
Church through family members, specifically, the 
Smith and Harrison families. He attended church ser-
vices and Missionary Volunteer meetings regularly as 
a teenager. He spent a lot of time “pumping iron” at 
the Shell Oil Technical High School, where he skill-
fully learned the trades of auto mechanics, welding, 
and carpentry. He had the opportunity to continue to 
work in the oil fields, a career which some of his close 
friends chose. However, he had the desire to become 
a medical evangelist and follow the career path of his 

older cousin, Dr. Joshua Smith, who attended Loma 
Linda University. Upon completion of high school, he 
joined the SDA church, later influencing his mother to 
do the same.

With the assistance of friends and church leaders, 
he obtained sponsorship to leave Trinidad to attend 
Oakwood College (now Oakwood University). At Oak-
wood, he excelled academically and paid his full col-
lege tuition by working in the steam plant during the 
school year and as a colporteur during school breaks 
and holidays. While at Oakwood he enjoyed partici-
pating in musical events as a tenor soloist, under the 
instruction of Johnnie Mae Pierre Louis. He graduat-
ed from Oakwood in 1961, as the Salutatorian, with 
a Bachelor of Arts with a double major in Biology and 
Chemistry. He was one of the first individuals to leave 
Oakwood for direct acceptance to Loma Linda Uni-
versity, in California, where he completed his Doctor 
of Medicine Degree.

God led Dr. Broomes to become re-acquainted with a 
beautiful young nursing student, Lauvenia Amelia Al-
leyne, from Tobago, West Indies, whom he met sever-
al years earlier in Trinidad. Their courtship blossomed 
and they were married in 1963. They had a strong de-
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sire to have a family unit that loved 
and followed God. Throughout the 
years of their marriage, their com-
mitment to extended family mem-
bers was strong. With the birth of 
their first child, Lloyda Reneé, Lau-
venia’s younger sister, Christine, 
lived with them as she completed 
high school and helped to care for 
Lloyda.

Dr. Broomes completed his medi-
cal internship at the White Memo-
rial Medical Center, during the time 
of the Watts Riots in Los Angeles, 
CA. His subsequent training led 
to 2 years of psychiatry residency 
in Northern California at the Men-
docino State Hospital, Talmage, 
California. During this time, their 
second daughter, Melissa Yvette, 
was born. These years also found 
him incredibly involved in ministry 
as a Master Guide in the Pathfind-
ers, a tenor in the church choir, and 
as an ordained Elder in the SDA 
Church. The family later relocated 
so he could complete his final year 
of psychiatry residency at Loma 
Linda University in Riverside, Cal-
ifornia.

A major move was the family’s 
move to Nashville, TN. By then, 
Dr. Broomes decided to be called 
by his middle name, Rudy. Several 
leaders at the South-Central Con-
ference of SDA had been extreme-
ly supportive of him as he trained 
to become a physician. Thus, the 
decision was made to raise the 
family in Nashville to give back to 
this community. He was recruited 
to Meharry Medical College by the 

Psychiatry Department Chair, Dr. 
Jeanne Spurlock, to develop and 
implement a program to treat indi-
viduals with substance use disor-
ders, based on the training he ex-
perienced in California. Thus, the 
Meharry Alcohol and Drug Abuse 
Program (MADAP) began. Subse-
quent medical practice experienc-
es allowed him to open a series of 
private practice offices in Nash-
ville, TN at Hospital Corporation 
of America, Riverside Sanitarium 
and Hospital, and Madison Hos-
pital (later called Tennessee Chris-
tian Medical Center). He was also 
blessed to have a private practice 
partner, Dr. William E. Coopwood, 
for several years in Madison, TN.

During the series of private practice 
experiences, a critical point came 
in the life of Dr. Broomes’ fami-
ly when Lauvenia was diagnosed 
with Systemic Lupus. After prayer 
and anointing Lauvenia improved. 
He carefully considered his wife as 
a factor in his career and his extra-
curricular activities and remained 
her faithful and attentive caregiver. 

They joined the Lupus Foundation 
of America and he became the Ex-
ecutive Vice President in Nashville, 
TN. While some physicians chose 
golf as a sport, he chose table ten-
nis, which allowed him to play at 
home. He practiced faithfully, had 
a coach, and even had a table ten-
nis robot. Both young and older 
individuals spent hours with him in 
what came to be called the “Exe-
cution Chamber” since few were
able to beat him at his game. De-
spite the changes to the family, he 
remained active in church leader-
ship ministry. He was influential in 
leadership of the new congrega-
tion, Maranatha SDA Church, in 
Columbia, TN.

Career opportunities for Dr. 
Broomes in Tennessee included: 
Admissions Committee Member 
for the School of Medicine and 
Vice-Chair for the Department of 
Psychiatry at Meharry Medical 
College; Chief of Psychiatry at 
Madison Hospital; Chief, Psychia-
try Service, Alvin C. York Veterans 
Affairs Medical Center (VAMC), 
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Murfreesboro, TN; and Assis-
tant Commissioner, Drug Abuse 
and Alcohol Services, Tennessee  
Department of Mental Health. 
Subsequent administrative oppor-
tunities included Chief, Psychiatry 
Service and Mental Health Service 
Line Manager at Carl Vinson VA 
Medical Center (VAMC) in Dublin, 
GA for 10 years and then the move 
to Tuscaloosa, AL where he served 
as a Staff Psychiatrist at the De-
partment of VAMC in Tuscaloosa, 
AL. He was a Distinguished Life 
Fellow of the American Psychiat-
ric Association, and a member of  
numerous professional societies 
including the American Academy 
of Addiction Psychiatry, the Amer-
ican College of Forensic Examin-
ers, and the American College of 
Physician Executives. During his 
years in Dublin, GA he also partic-
ipated in the Citizen Ambassador, 
People to People Initiative for Ed-
ucation, Science, and Technology 
Conference with two trips to the 
Republic of South Africa and the 
Republic of Vietnam.

Dr. Broomes first experience with 
cancer occurred in 1999. After his 
diagnosis and treatment, he retired 
and began another phase of life. 
As a couple, Lauvenia and Rudy 
conducted marriage seminars over 
the years. He also conducted pros-
tate cancer education and aware-
ness presentations throughout the 

South. He repeatedly stated that 
a significant part of his cancer re-
habilitation was his involvement 
in carpentry as he made and re-
claimed discarded items into use-
ful gifts. Those around him bene-
fitted by receiving bookshelves, 
planters, decorative items, and 
toys including a go-cart and a doll-
house for his grandchildren.

Dr. Broomes wrote several articles 
for Message Magazine and other 
periodicals. During retirement he 
expanded his writing to self-pub-
lish three books: Sufficient Grace: 
Surviving Prostate Cancer (Tusca-
loosa, Alabama: Rudlauv Publish-
ers, 2002), Let’s Make Lemonade, 
co-authored with Lauvenia (Phil-
adelphia, Pennsylvania: Xlibris 
2007), and Leaves from Life’s Tree, 
Over Two Hundred Original Ep-
onyms. (Create Space, 2012). He 
was in the process of writing his 
fourth book, Grand Dad’s Adven-
tures Down the Pitch Lake Line, 
which shares his experiences of 
growing up in La Brea, Trinidad.

Throughout his life Dr. Broomes 
maintained contact with family 
members throughout the world in-
cluding cousins, nieces, nephews 
in Trinidad, throughout the United 
States, and England. He provided 
support to students of all ages in 
many professions, including med-
ical and dental students and resi-

dents in training. Regularly he was 
the “go to” person for advice on 
careers, marriage, relationships, 
spiritual growth, and he provided 
emotional support. Rudy and Lau-
venia have always been extremely 
strong supporters of Christian ed-
ucation at all levels and financially 
sponsored numerous students as 
they worked to reach their career 
goals, which further extended his 
“family.” As a psychiatrist and as a 
church leader he taught the impor-
tance of mental health and spiritual 
health as it relates to a personal re-
lationship with God.

Dr. Broomes peacefully and pain-
lessly went to sleep in Jesus on 
March 18, 2021 after a brief ex-
perience with cancer. He is asleep 
in Jesus as he awaits the second 
coming of our Lord and Savior. 
He was preceded in death by his 
mother, Thelma Morris, father, 
Earnest Broomes, and sister, Irma 
“Cynthia” Noble. Also awaiting 
that grand second coming is his 
wife of 57 years, Lauvenia; two 
daughters: Lloyda Williamson 
(Dennis) and Melissa White (Rich-
ard); three grandchildren: Jona-
than, Grace, and Acacia (Thomas); 
three great-grandchildren: Marley, 
Makenzie, and Thomas IV; sister, 
Paula Alcide (John); Addis Smith-
Clarke, cousin; and numerous oth-
er cousins, nieces, and nephews.
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ORDER OF SERVICE
Prelude ................................................................................................. Mr. Luther Washington II, Organist

Processional ...................................... “Near to the Heart of God” ................................... Clergy & Family

Opening Remarks & Welcome .................................... Dr. Sherwin Jack (Sr. Pastor, Berean SDA Church)

Opening Prayer ................................................ Pastor Marlon Reid (Hillcrest SDA Church, Nashville, TN)

Old Testament Scripture ....................... Deuteronomy 6: 6, 7 .................... Dr. Charmaine Woode (Niece)

New Testament Scripture ................... 2 Corinthians 12: 8, 9 ...................... Dr. Dwain E. Woode (Nephew)

Reflections: Trinidad & Tobago Years .................................................... Mrs. Addis Smith-Clarke (Cousin)
Mrs. Paula Alcide (Sister), Debbie Sealey, Raquel Noble (Nieces) 

Poem “A Giant Oak” by Stanley Baldwin (Family) .............................. Mr. Jonathan Williamson (Grandson)

Reflections: Oakwood College Years .......................................... Elder Joseph McCoy, Mrs. Jackie Ross

Reflection: California Years .......................................................................................... Mrs. Gloria Bedney

Musical Selection ..................................... “Safe In His Arms” ......................................... Reagon Sisters

Reflections: Nashville, TN Years ............................................. Compilation of Professionals and Mentees 
Compilation of Broomes Girls’ Friends

Reflection: Dublin, GA Years ................................................................................... Ms. Tawanna Johnson

Musical Selection ............................... “We Shall Rise” .................. Mrs. Sandra Johnson Baldwin (Family)

Life Sketch ........................................................................................................ Mr. Andre Blake (Nephew)

Resolutions ........................................................................................ Church Clerks, Berean SDA Church

Reflections: Tuscaloosa, AL Years ................................................ Dr. Stacey Moore, Ms. Tiffany McIntyre 
Dr. Alphonzo Green III

Reflections: Atlanta, GA Years ..................................................Mrs. Jackie Winston, Pastor Stephen Ruff

Reflections: The Daughters ............................................. Dr. Lloyda Williamson, Mrs. Melissa White, Esq.

Acknowledgments .......................................................... Dr. Lloyda Williamson, Mrs. Melissa White, Esq.

Musical Selection ............................... “Trust and Obey” .............. Ms. Grace Williamson (Granddaughter)
Mr. Roger Ryan, Accompanist

Words of Comfort .................................................. Pastor Wintley Phipps (Cousin) (Palm Bay SDA Church)

Prayer of Consolation .................................................. Dr. Sherwin Jack (Sr. Pastor, Berean SDA Church)

Recessional .............................. “My Faith Has Found A Resting Place” ........................... Clergy & Family

Postlude .............................................................................................. Mr. Luther Washington II, Organist

INTERMENT
Friday, March 27 at 12PM ET

Lincoln Cemetery Inc.
2275 Joseph E Boone Blvd. NW Atlanta, Georgia 30314
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The Broomes family wishes to express their heartfelt appreciation to 
the friends and family who have offered support in the form of visits, 
inquiries, how they could help, prayers and words of encouragement. 
To those who are present today, thank you. To those who called and 
assisted with his care, we thank you.
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